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As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. Jos 24:15

Joshua’s words echo through-
out many households of St.
Joseph’s parish. People are
serving the Lord through the
many ministries of the
church. You need only look at
the front of the Sunday bulle-
tin to see a list of activities
our parish has to offer.

On October 23t and 24th,
everyone is invited to the
church hall to meet members
of our parish ministries.
Growing Our Faith is the
theme of the ministry fair
where numerous parish
groups will display informa-
tion and answer questions
about St. Joseph’s activities.
All are welcome! You can talk
with someone about joining
the Ladies Guild or the
Knights of Columbus; you

can learn how to provide
food for shut-ins through Aid
for Friends or about our food
collection for Mother Teresa’s
Legacy; you can see what the
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts or the
CYO is all about and sign-up
your children; you can talk to
someone about joining the
church through RCIA or en-
rolling or teaching at PREP
(formerly CCD). There will be
lots to see and lots to learn if
you are new to the parish or,
if you’ve been here for 10
years. It all takes place in the
church hall after each Mass.

Father Vogan calls the minis-
try fair “an opportunity to
serve the Lord. A time to
share the blessings the Lord
has given you.” He personally
invites each parishioner to

See Ministry Fair on Page 2
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Stewardship and Spiritual Growth: Reflections on a Theme . . .

One definition of a steward is a person who administers anything
as an agent of another. Scripture teaches us that all we have in
this life is provided to us by our ever-loving, Heavenly Father. In
Sact, all that God gives us can be categorized into three distinct
areas: our time, onr talent and our treasure. We are all stewards
of the varied gifts God entrusts to us, and our personal ministry is
to administer these gifts acting as agents on God's bebalf.

Another gift from God of immeasurable importance to each of us
is the gift of our faith. Through the gift of faith, we receive the
Holy Spirit to guide us and to belp us join onr wills to the perfect
will of our Heavenly Father—to live onr lives in union with
Him.

The Ministry Fair’s theme ‘Growing Our Faith!’ is designed to
be both an invitation and a call to action. The call to Christian
discipleship (to which we are all called) is to boldly take up our
cross and follow Christ's example. We are disconraged from pas-
sively burying our gifts and talents for “safe-keeping” like the
umwise servant in one of Christ’s parables. Instead, God desires
that we share our gifts as an act of love for God and neighbor.
The Ministry Fair presents an opportunity to explore the vibrant
ministries within our parish community. Perbaps you will discover
new ways to administer your gifts—most notably those of your
time and talent. By cultivating a life oriented toward good stew-
ardship, we all profit by ‘Growing Our Faith!’




In 2007 the
Church in the
United States

officially

reported . . .

...49415
—Number of adult

baptisms . . .

... 87,363
—Number of people
received into full
communion

— as reported by the 2008
Official Catholic Directory
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults — RCIA

The Church of St. Joseph
extends a warm welcome
to all those interested in
learning more about the
Catholic faith through the
Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults. The program
began Monday, October
4th, but it’s not too late to
still join the group. The
sessions run weekly from
7:00 until 8:30 p.m. Mon-
days until the Easter Vigil.

Kathy Warren, a long-time
RCIA team membet, be-

came a part of RCIA when
her husband, John decided

he wanted to learn more
about the Catholic faith.

Kathy said John, a non-
Catholic, had attended
Mass with her every Sun-
day along with their three

daughters. At the invita-
tion of Father Gerry Pi-
fiero, formerly at St. Jo-
seph’s, he decided to at-
tend RCIA.

And, Kathy decided to go

Ministry Fair Continued from Page 1

come see what is happen-
ing and to become a part of
it.

Jim Grugan, the head of
the Ushers, believes this is
a good way to bring people
together in the parish. “It is
a good celebration of
what’s going on in the par-
ish especially for new pa-
rishioners. It’s the way to
find out who’s involved in
what ministries and how
they can also take part.”

A real helping hand for our
elderly, Project HOPE of-
fers rides to doctor ap-
pointments, grocery stores
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and other places. Lynn
Harrison wants to tell eve-
ryone how easy this minis-
try is and wants to recruit 8
new volunteers. This would
round out each team which
drives only once every
eight weeks. “The fair is a
really good idea for each
organization to be able to
tell the people what we
do,” says Lynn.

The ministry fair is spon-
sored by the Stewardship
Committee. Jody Arena,
the committee’s chairper-
son, says there will be
prizes and gift certificates

with him. In her mind,
according to Kathy, John
had come along with her all
those years to Church, now
it was her turn to recipro-

See RCIA on Page 3

given away. Jody said,
“The ministries are repre-
sented to recruit but also
to show people what we
have to offer.” There is
definitely something for
everyone to become a part
of one or more ministties.

Mark your calendar and
plan to be a part of this
event! Of course, there will
be lots of food and even
some prizes for both kids
and adults. In fact, to en-
tice visitors to the fair,
each exhibit will be offer-
ing their own creative and
delectable food to sample.
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RCIA Continued from Page 2

cate by attending the pro-
gram, too. “I just sat by his
side,” she said.

John was received into the
Church that Easter. The
next year, Kathy and John
both became members of
the RCIA team.

Kathy speaks with enthusi-
asm about the RCIA proc-
ess, which is open to any-
one 16-years or older who
wants to learn more about
the faith, wishes to become
a Catholic or was baptized
and wants to receive Con-
firmation, and, ot the Holy
Eucharistic. Catechumen
is the term used for those
never baptized. Candidates
are those who want to live
more fully in their religion.

“It’s really enjoyable to see
young people and adults
learn about our relig-

ion. They become better

informed about the Catho-
lic Church,” she said.
“Every year that ’'m a part
of RCIA, I learn more
about the church. You
never stop learning as long
as you're alive.”

She describes the program
as open ended. “There’s
never pressure to stay if
you feel you’re not quite
ready,” she said. “We just
give you the opportunity.”

Kathy added. “We all learn
in different ways. We all get
closer to God in different
ways.”

The session includes a
break with refresh-

ments. It gives everyone a
chance to speak more in-
formally with one an-
other. “We learn as much
from them as they learn
from us,” Kathy observes.

“It’s my privilege to help

them through the process,”

Kathy said. “It’s a real

thrill at the Easter &
Vigil. It’s the culmination
of the whole RCIA pro-

gram when the candidates

and catechumens are bap- \

tized, and make their First

Communion and Confir-

mation.” AR »

In addition to the Warrens,

there are other team mem- “9t’ s d
bers which are led by Fa- .
ther Bill Lange and Deacon the Easter Vlg 1],
Jack Betzal. “The RCIA ,

/It s

process is vitally important
to the life of the Church,”

noted Father Lange. culmination of the

There is no charge for whole RCIA
RCIA. All instructional
materials are provided.
Anyone interested in join-
ing RCIA or has questions
can call the rectory at 610-

497-3340.

program

— Kathy Warren
RCIA Catechist

Regarding the Special Relationship
Between Catechumens, Candidates and the Church . . .

he RCLA process is vitally important to the life of the

I Church, both on the universal level but also on the parish

level. While it means bringing in new members and
leading still others into the fullness of their Christian calling
throngh the sacraments of Confirmation and Communion, it

also means the Church herself is being constantly renewed and
remodeled into the bride of Christ that she is called to be.

hile it might be obvious that the catechumens and
candidates need the public support of the Church, it

25 equally true that the Church needs the catechumens
and candidates! They remind the Church who she is and who

she needs to become. And this is why the public nature of the
process is so very important. The catechumens and candidates
need to see members of the community into which they are im-
mersing themselves, welcoming them and encouraging them.
Often before the public presentation of these catechumens and
candidates they express a timidity on their part. But afterward,
they tell of the love, joy, and peace they receive from the parish
community. Parishioners, too, relate how proud they feel to be
a part of this community into which the candidates and cate-
chumens have chosen to bind themselyes more closely.

—Fr. Bill Lange, Parochial Vicar, Church of Saint Joseph
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Save The Date!

The St. Joseph Church

Stewardship Committee
will host the parish Min-
istry Fair. See inside this
issue of PARISH LIFE

for further details!
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Parish Bereavement Ministry Offers Support

The approaching holidays
ought to be a joyful season
—a time for family gather-
ings, children’s excitement,
laughter, gift-giving and
celebrations. However, for
those who have suffered
the recent loss of a loved
one, this year is different.

The Bereavement Ministry
of the Church of Saint Jo-
seph is hosting an evening
program titled “Coping with
the Holidays.” The program
is scheduled to begin at
7:00 p.m. on Thursday,
November 11, 2010 in the
Neumann Room in the
lower church hall at St. Jo-
seph’s in Aston. Sister Ka-
tie, a Bereavement Support
Minister from Saint Rose

of Lima in nearby Ed-
dystone, will offer insight
into helping those in atten-
dance cope with this stress-
filled season. Though your
heart may be breaking, you
are not alone. The sharing
of memories and feelings
of grief with others who
are experiencing a loss may
help give the holidays new
meaning.

This program will focus on
the gift your loved one has
been, and continues to be,
in the life of your family.
Although the season this
year may be difficult, the
Church of St. Joseph Be-
reavement Ministry hopes
to share some ideas that
may give way to the begin-

nings of healing and hope
for future merrier holidays.

All are welcome! The pro-
gram is appropriate for all
age levels and the Bereave-
ment Ministry encourages
attendees to bring family
members. Program atten-
dees may also bring a
photo or other memento
of their loved one. Refresh-
ments will be served.

The Beteavement Ministry
also sponsors the special
Mass of Remembrance on
the Feast of All Souls, at
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, No-
vember 2nd at the Church
of St. Joseph. Questions?
Contact St. Joseph Rectory
at 610 497-3340.



